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Creature of Climax 
Statement by Agata Derda 


“I am a member of a fragile species, still new to the earth, the youngest 
creatures of any scale, here only a few moments as evolutionary time is 
measured, a juvenile species, a child of a species. We are only tentatively set 
in place, error prone, at risk of fumbling, in real danger at the moment of 


leaving behind only a thin layer of our fossils, radioactive at that.”! 


In this current project I am focusing on issues surrounding the human tendency to egocentrism, 
self-destruction, and the subjugation of others. I find these character traits very curious, as they 
seem, especially when they become excessive, opposed to our natural drive for survival and the 


extension of our species?2. 


The prints and sculptures in Creature of Climax represent remains of a modern civilization 
whose ‘glory’ days are past. The enigmatic machine/objects depicted in my prints are made out 
of the scraps of this collapsed civilization. Their purpose is not aiways clear and they can be 


interpreted in an open and metaphoric way. 


Every machine/object present in my work looks like something made by hand, which is why 
there is a human presence in the work even though it is unseen. In my work I view the human as 
a creature that is directed by its desire to maximize pleasure and minimize suffering for itself. 
However, this behavior in the long-run can be self-destructive, not only for the individual but 
also for mankind as a whole.3 Climax represents the objective or goal for an action resulting in 
hedonistic pleasure, while at the same time representing the culminating point of that act which 


can result in the end of days. 


Although much of the work in the exhibition has a dark emotional tone, it is my hope that the 
overall exhibition does speak to themes of regeneration. For example, the piece called Nature 
speaks about how we can be shaped into sharp and aggressive creatures by life and our 
circumstances. However the constantly changing wind, symbolized in my work by the clouds, 


can propel us in another direction that may be better for the Creature’s future. 


: Lewis Thomas, The Fragile Species (New York: Scribner's/Toronto: Maxwell Macmillan Canada, 1992), 25. 


* Elliot Aronson, Timothy D. Wilson & Robin M. Akert, Social Psychology: The Heart and the Mind (New York, NY: 
HarperCollins College Publishers, 1994), 457. 


? Michael Schmidt-Salomon, Humanizm Ewolucyjny: Dlaczego mozliwe jest dobre zycie w zlym swiecie [Manifesto of 
Evolutionary Humanism: A Plea for a Contemporary Culture, first published 2005], trans. A. Lipinski (Slupsk: 
Wydawnictwo Dobra Literatura, 2012), 21. 
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